A film about Hope. by The sun,
A film aboUt Hope
Childabuseis agrowingconcerninthecountry,butoneareathat is often neglectedis
the impactonthechildrenastheygrow up.NATALIEHENGattendedavideoworkshop








































































Irnri NasutionandDian Fitri Tan,
Aiman madeupathreemanteam
of videoprofessionalsropedin by
Redcommunicationsto conduct
thecourseonbasicvideomaking,
productionandeditingskills.
3Rprogrammeandradiohost
Kartini KamarulAriffm added
somelocalcelebrityspicetothe
eventastheofficialUnicef
spokesmanandcoordinator.
Armed withprofessional
cameras,courtesyofPanasonic,
andabasiceditingsuiteon
sponsoredDell laptops,theteam
wenttowork teachingbasicf1lm
making,productionandediting
skills to theteens.
The participantsworkedin
groupstowrite,produce,direct
andeditaseriesof comedy
shorts,andthenasindividualsto
completetheirownprojectsabout
'hope'.
The resultwasaseriesof shortfIlms
showcasedduringaspecialscreening
for theirfriends,families,carersand
Unicef helpers.
Eighteen-year-oldJ 0spokewith
prideandenergyaboutherexperiences
attheworkshop,sayingthatithelped
her realisewhatsheneededtodoto
makeherhopesfor thefuturebecome
reality.
"Whilst IwasdoingthisvideoIwas
studyingmyheartandlike,talkingto
myself.IhavenotyetachievedwhatI
want,andImyselfamnot yetstableso
how canIdoit?
entrancetoKEU college.
The lastsceneis especially
telling:acameraslowly
zoomsin onalargefive-
storeybuilding,eventually
focusingon itspinksignage.
Readoutloudit said:'Jessica
Holdings'.
"It is reallyimportantthat
kidsexpressthemselves,"
saidUnicef representativeto
Malaysia,HansOlsen.
"This is perhapsthefirst
timethesekidshavehadthis
kindof audiencelisteningto
whattheyaresaying."
The workshopmay have
only lastedfivedays.
However,onethingis for
sure,thebondsthese
teenagersbuilt duringthat
weekaresetto lasta
lifetime.
In timesof self-doubt,a
hardcopyCD with eachof
theirownpersonal"
productionsburnedontoit
will serveasproofof
preciselyjustwhattheyarecapableof if
theyput theirmindsto it.
JIlt is really"
important
fhatkids
ex.press
themselves.
- HansOlsen,Unicef
representativeto
Malaysia
"And thenI realised,thatnomatter
whatit is,thereis away.
Whetheryoucanor cannot
do it now,thereisawayto
do it,andit dependson
yourself."
The taskof visualizing
how tomakethesethings
happenandactingit out
throughthemediumoffIlm
wasanempowering
experience.
Jessica'svideowas
impressive.For aI6-year-
old,her-videodemonstrated
arareforesightand
rationalitywith regardsto
howtoapproachthefuture.
Her videostartsoffwith
hersloggingawayat
algebra,butprogressesto
revealthatunlikenormal
teenagers,shealsoholds
downtwo jobstohelp
supportherlargefamily.
In hervideo,sheaccepts
thisasanecessarypathtoa
futurethatisbright,a
futurewhichseesherstanding
triumphantlyin frontof thetree-lined

